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It SAM. xxi. 17. hag latter Part: 


-—--Thhen the Men of David foare unto him, ors; 
; T hou ſhalt go no more out with us to Battle, that 
_ hou TY nat the Li gb of Ifrael. - 


— 


5 885 * Mutual good Affection between Prince 
3 6 Ss and People, engaging them to their 
A reſpective Duties, and ſhewing itſelf 
5855 8 in the Expreſſions of a tender Con- 
8 cern for the Safety and Comfort of 

each other, is always deſireable, and 
peculiarly ſo in perilous Times. Tis (if I miſtake 
not) exemplify'd in this hiſtorical Paſſage of ſacred 

Scripture ; and may, on the preſent Occaſi on, be 

ſeaſonably recommended therefrom. | 
The great King David was a Man of War, emi- 

nently qualified, not only to ſit on the Throne, and 
judge his People, but alſo to march at the Head of 


Armies into the Field, and fight their Battles. And 
| by 


2  ASzRMON af the 


by his martial Skill and Atchievements, as well as 
by his conſummate Policy, juſt and pious Admini- 
ſtrations, his Reign was glorious to himſelf, and 
happy to his Subjects. It ſeems to be in the latter 


End of it, when he was weaken'd with Age, that 


e here find him at War with the Philiſtines, in which 
he waxed faint. T/hbi-bendb, which was of the Sons 
of the Giant, perceiving that David's Strength fail'd 


him, ſet upon him with greater Fury, and thought 
to have ſlain the King, and fo defeated the Hoſt of 


Iſrael. But Abiſhai, the Son of Zerui ab, ſuccoured 
him, and ſmote the Philiſtine, and killed him, Up- 
on the King's eſcaping ſo great a Danger, his Men 
reſolv'd in Council, and confirm'd it with an Oath, 
that he ſhould go no more out with them to Battle, 
ſhould never again fo hazard his precious and impor- 
tant Life, as he had often done, for the Safety of his 
People; leſt by his Death the Light of Iſrael ſhould be 
quenched. ---- Some uſeful and pertinent 1 


may be gather'd from this Text: All that I ſhall 


offer may be comprized in this general Obſervation, 


DIS. 


That People ſhould be concern'd for the Preſerva- 
tion of a good Ruler, who is their Light, and 


dies for their Sales incur great Difficulties and 


.  (Hagzards. | 


The Character and Work of a good Ruler, and 
the Duty of an obliged People, will come under 
Conſideration in this Diſcourſe. Os I 


Prop. I. That. a good Ruler is the Light of his 
Pape. Non 
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General E LET NOx. 3 
80 the Men of David juſtly thought, and pro- 


nounc'd him to be, the Light of Iſrael. And the 


Spirit of God ſpake by him in the ſame Stile of any 
other Man that ruleth as he ought. 2 Sam. 23. 3, 
4. The God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of Iſrael ſpake to 
ne; He that ruleth ever Men muſt be Fut, ruling in 
the Fear of God. Ana he ſhall be as the Light of the 


Morning, when the Sun riſeth, even a Morning with- 
out Cloudo. Tt is compared to the Light of theSun, 


rifing clear after a darkſome and cold Night, and diſ- 
penfing all about, it's chearful Rays and kindly In- 
„„ 1 | 8 
Light is an Emblem of Authority. It is the Firſt- 
born of Things vifible : Hath the Pre-eminence a- 
mong them, or Predominancy over them: Was ori- 
ginally created and deſigned to bear Sway in the na- 
tural World. God made two great Lights * ; the 
greater Light to rule the Day, and the leffer Light 
to rule the Night: He made the Stars alſo, + and 
fet the Dominion of them in the Earth. He repre- 
tents his own ſupreme and univerſal governing Au- 
thority, by Light: Takes it for his Robe of Royalty. 
--- O Lord, thou art very great, thou art clothed with 
Honour and Majeflty. Who cbuereſt thy ſelf with 
Light, as with a Garment, Pfal. 104. 1, 2. And. 
his bleſſed Son, to whom all Power in Heaven and 
Earth is given, wears the fame Character: And is 
called in Balaam's Prophecy of him, a Star, and a 
Sceptre tf. And every Man, who, as God's Mini- 
fter, and Chriſt's Repreſentative, is veſted with ru- 
ling Power, of any Degree in the Scale of Govern- 
* Gen, 1, 16, + Job 38. 33. t Numb. 24 

c . ment, 
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5 A SERMON at the © 
ment, and exerciſes it to the good End ſor. which it 
is delegated to him, is the Light of a People. 


| W | 2 
| I. As he is their Guide. The Uſe and Benefit of 
| Light is to make us ſee, to direct us in our Way. 
|| Of fuch Advantage is a good Ruler unto his People, 
OF enlightning them with Knowledge of the Things of 
their Peace, directing them in the Purſuit thereof, 
and pointing out to them the Way of their Duty and 
Safety. Job 29. 25. I choſe out their Way, and ſat 


ll. Chief, and dwelt as King in the Army. By a wiſe 
5 . « . 

| and underſtanding Heart, a penetrating Judgment, a 
= provident deſcrying of Miſchiefs or Advantages, 
| which may acrue to, or be averted from the Public, 
| by a careful Inſpection of the State and Manners of 
4 People, and ſtrict . Obſervance of their varying Cir- 
4z cumſtances : By a divine Sentence in his Lips, when 
„ his Mouth tranſgreſſeth not in Judgment; by pre- 
x ſcribing Rules of Juſtice and Equity for all Relations 
| ; and Conditions of Men, and Kinds of Commerce, 
| in humane Society; by reſolving of Doubts, and de- 
1 ciding of Controverſies, and exhibiting a bright 
4 Example of Piety and Virtue, a Ruler is the direct- 


ing Light of his People. 7 


f 2̃. A good Ruler is the Comfort and Joy, and fo 
| the Light of his People. Truly the Light is ſweet, 
and a pleaſant T hing it is for the Eyes to behold the 
Sun, It cheers the Heart, by working on the Spi- 
rits, as well as pleaſes the Eyes: Warms and enli- 
vens univerſal Nature, all ſenſitive and vegetable 
Creatures: It is benign in its Influence, and produc- 
| ON Ei NY tlvEe 
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tive of ſweet Fruits: And ſo doth aptly ſet forth 
: what a good Ruler is to his People, their Joy and 
Comfort. When the Righteous are in Authority, the 

People rejoice. The King by Judgment ſtabliſbeth the 


f Land * : For then Juſtice is adminiſtred, Peace and 
_ good Order preſerved, the Conveniences of humane 
4 Life are ſafely enjoy'd ; Vice is corrected, and Ver- 
"= tue encouraged, Innumerable are the Benefits which 
*A People receive from a good Government. The plea- 
5 ſant Fruits of it, the Fruits of Righteouſneſs and Peace, 
2 are more to be rejoiced in, than the precious Fruits 
15 brought forth by the Sun, and the precious Things 
4 put forth by the Moon; and the Influences of it are 
=; | ſweeter than the Influences of the Pleiades, and ex- 
ic, tend far and wide. A goodRuler,ſecking the Wealth 
of | of his People, and ſpeaking Peace to them, is accep- 
ir- ted of them, and is as be that comforteth the Mourners, 
Xen | | 
re- 3. A good Ruler is the Light, for he is the Glory 
ohne | of his People. Light and Glory are equivalent Terms. 
rce, The Light is bright and gliſtering, and makes other 
de- Things conſpicuous and beautiful. A good Ruler is 
ight = illuſtrious, bearing the Image of God's Authority, and 
-ect- ſhining with the Rays of his Majeſty : He puts on 
| Righteouſneſs, and it cloaths him with Honour, and 
bis Judgment is as a Robe of Light, and Diadem of 
1d ſo Beauty. His Piety is a ſparkling Gem in his Crown, 
weet, and his Glory is reflected on his People. They are 
4tbe dignified and beautified with it. He ſcattereth away 
; Spi- all Evil with his Eyes : Whatever is the Reproach 


and Obſcurity of a People. He faveth them from 


ren 29% 2, 4 


fthoſe 
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| thoſk Things which would bring or keep chem low. | 


He procureth their Advancement, makes them high 
and n among the Nations; ſpreads a Luſtre 
upon them, and renders them confpicuous and fa- 


mous---is the Beauty of Hrael +. It is by a King's 


reigning in Righteou ineſs, and gloriouſly, that the 
Common-wealth 1s not over-clouded with Adverſity, 

that the public State becomes ſerene, and the Face of 
Things becomes beautiful: As when the Sun ſhi- 


neth brightly, there is a clear Day, and fair Weather 
over the World. In theſe Reſpects is a 2255 Ru- 


ler the Light of his People. 


Prop. II. T hat good Ruler, for the Sake of his | 


People, incurreth many Drfficulttes and Hazards. 


King David was ſpirited for, and often perſonally 
engaged in the Toils and Perils of War, and the 
Light of Iſrael was ſorely ſtruck at, and near being 


quench'd, by the Sword of the Gigantic Phil:/tine, 


who thought to have ſlain him, when he waxed 
faint in Battle, which occaſion'd his Men to ſay to 
him, as in the Text. He uſually, with his Soldiers, 


jeoparded his own Life in the high Places of the Field, 


in the Cauſe of God and [rae]. He ſhewed there- 


by his affectionate Care of his People, and Zeal to 


defend them. Every good Ruler, like David, is 
ready, for his People's fake, to engage in difficult and 
dangerous Enterprizes, when called thereto in Pro- 
vidence. The Safety of the People is the End of his 
Office, and his End in undertaking it; which that 


he may procure, he more or leſs expoſes their Light 


+ 2 Sam. I. 19. 
to 
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General ELRCTIOx. 7 
to be quenched. His Work is arduous, in Propor- 


h tion to the Degree of his Authority: Cannot be per- 
re formed with Eaſe, nor without Danger to himſelf. 
A If he be not, for the Defence of his People, call'd to 
8 undergo the Fatigues and Perils of War, yet there 
Ie are others, great and many, which he cannot be ex- 
7 eus d from. | His whole Bufineſs is a Warfare, in 
of reſpect of painful Exerciſes; the Toils he muſt ſuſ- 
1— tain; the Watchfulneſs and Diligence he muſt uſe; 
er Enemies he muſt encounter, and Oppoſition he has 
— to grapple with. His Office is laborious and dexa- 
tious, accompanied with Varieties of Cate and Fear; 
Trouble and Temptation, and is hard to be diſchar- 
1% ged well or wiſely. He is God's Miniſter; — 
is. * continually upon this very Thing, Rom. 14/1611 © 
= Cloſe Application, Conſtancy and Patience ate re- 
ly 3 quired to the Accompliſhment of it. The Care of 
he All bis People cometh on him daily; and is a Weight 
ng under which he is liable to ſinł, and ſometimes ready 
% do complain, as Moſes, Numb. if. 17, fa. lere. 
ed | fo ore fre bo thou afflicted thy Servant? And 'wherefere 
to | not found 3 in thy Sight, that'thou layiſ 


1 = tes of all this People upon mes Haue I com 
= ceived all this People ? Haue I begotten them, that 
= thou ſhouldeſt ſay unto me, Carry tbem in 'thy"Bufoh 
ſas a nurfng Father beareth the” ſuckling Chit) 
More 1 oportionably muft this heeds be to 
the Fleſh and Mind, than the private Man finds that 
Z Hath only aFamily to provide for and govern; which 
yet would ſeem intollerable, were it not for ene 
Aﬀection, the Strength of parental Love. Ant 
Ignorant and inconſiderate muſt they be, whe ſap- 
poſe the Man that doth the Work of a Ruler faith- 
fully, 1222 an eaſy Taſk ; and can live in Idleneſs, 
| B 2 Po Plealure 
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| Pleaſure and Exceſs, The Trees in Jotham's Para- 


ble teach us better . The Olive- Tree muſt leave 
her Fatneſs, the Fig-Tree her Sweetneſs and good 
Fruit, and the Vine her Wine, to be promoted over 
the Trees. He denies himſelf that underſtandingly 


and uprightly accepts the Rule over Men. Men of 


high Degree are a Lye 1. This he ſaid to unde- 
ceive us, who, by Experience of their State, knew 
what they were : That they are not what to vulgar 
Eyes they appear to be: Not ſo ſafe, comfortable 
and happy in their Exaltation. Their outward glit- 


tering Shew deceiveth their careleſs Spectators, who 


ſee not their real Condition. 'Tho' the cloathing 
of Authority be ſplendid, the Subſtance thus covered 


is extraordinary Labour, and Duty, and Suffering. 


Much: Such 1 is a Wearineſs to the. Fleſh, ſays the wiſe 


| King, Solhmon; who doubtleſs found it ſo in his Re- 


ſearches not only into the Myſteries of Nature, but 
alſo into the Intricacies andDepths of Policy. It is apt, 


ſooner than bodily, Labour, to waſte the Strength, to 


conſume the Spirits, and put out the Lamp of Life. 
He that is to be a Light unto a People, hath great 


Occaſion for it, to diſcern between Good and Bad, 


to ſearch out all Matters involv'd in Darkneſs and 


Perplexity ; to frame Laws which may anſwer the 


good Intention of them; the Senſe. of which may 


not eaſily be perverted, nor the Force evaded; to 


apply the general Rules of Juſtice to the great Variety 
of particular Caſes; to deviſe Means for the Redreſs 
of public ers, and the Prevention of 3 
ing "Miſchiefs, and Emolument of the Republic ; 
manage with Diſcretion the Affairs of —— — 
which are very important, and often embarraſt. 
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A Ruler meets with Difficulty in his Work, from 
the perverſe Spirits, and rebellious Luſts of „ 
whence come Murmurings and Fightings againſt him, 
to the Grief and Diſquietude of his Mind. It is not 
ſo hard for him to bear the *  Cumbrance of the Peo- 
ple, as their Strife. „ 

The Light of a People is wont to offend ſore Eyes; 
and who can ſtand before Envy, that fixes upon him 
in a State of Eminence, and is ſeeking to undermine: 
him ? ---Standing on higher Ground than others, a 
Ruler is more obnoxious to Storms of Adverſity; to 
the bleak Winds of Temptation : Is in greater Dan- 

er from the World, and him that is in it, of falling 
into ſudden Ruin, by Luxury and Prophaneſs, Pride 
and Injuſtice, and almoſt every Sort of evil Practices. 

The malicious Spirit of Darkneſs affaults him with 
all the Strength and Fury which he is permitted to 
do. Satan ſtandeth at his right Hand to refift bim t. 
The Light of 17ae! was more endanger'd, and ſuf- 
fer'd more Damage, when Satan, ſtood up, and Pro- 
voked David to Number the People +, than when 
T/hbi-benob came agaiuſt him with A huge 8 ang 


Sword to ſlay him. 


Theſe brief and imperfect Hints may ſuggeſt to 


our Minds the Difficulties and Dangers to which he 


is objected, that is a Light in rael; a Ruler of the 
People, the People of te God of Abraham: And he 
that contHciataly incurreth ſuch, ſheweth a predomis 


nant Regard to the Safety and Welfare of his People, 


as David, when he (as was uſual) acted in Perſon, 


and riſqu'd his own Lite, in I 1 8 of 
ns 10 


Deut. 1. 12. f Zech. 2. 3. + . a 
Prop. 
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Frog II. That People ſhould be concern'd for-the 


reſervation of a _ Ruler, that theif Li e 
be not quenched. 
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The Men of David were ſo for his, which made 
them ſware unto him, ſaying, thou ſhalt go no more 
out with us to Battle, that thou quench. not the Light 

of Iſrael. They had before manifeſted their Care of 

im, in Wera to let him go with them againſt Ab- 
falom, alledging, that be was worth ten I houſand of 
them f. How they were afterwards content that he 
ſhould go forth to War, we are not inform'd. There 
might be ſome ſpecial Reaſon for | his being with 
them at this Time : Or remembring the old Enmity 
of the Philiſtines againſt Iſrael, perhaps he could not 
be perſwaded by them to ſtay at home: But when 
they ſaw how greatly endanger'd the Light of Iſrael 
was, they became more reſolute, and 66, the So- 
lemnity of an Oath told him, that he ſhould go na 
more out with them to Battle. It was not 2 Fos ? 
in him ſo to expoſe himſelf, in whoſe Safety, t Pub- = 
lic was ſo much intereſted ; nor decent in the m o 
peremptorily to declare againſt it; and neither the 
one, nor the other, is to be drawn into Precedent in 
ordinary Caſes ; yet the affectionate Concern cxpreſs'd 
for each others Preſervation is ex emplary. A King 
ſheweth a Regard to the Safety of his People, 
going in Perſon to Battle. And they teſtify their 
Care of him, by their Unwillingneſs that he ſhould. 
Whether it be adviſeable, or not, in him, to put his 
Life to ſuch Hazard for ths Sakes, or in them to 
oppole it; yet it is commendable i in both to have 
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5 ſuch a tender Regard for one another, as is manifeſted 
f thereby, exerting it ſelf in all proper Ways of mu- 
: | tual Defence. What theſe Ways are on the People's 

Part, beſides this which we have in the Text an In- 


e ſtance of, may be ſhewn, after I have put them in 
e Mind of the Obligations lying upon them, to ſeek 
4 the Preſervation of a good Ruler, that their Light 
f be not quenched ; totally, nor partially: To ſeek 
- his Preſervation, as he is their Light---his Preſerva- 


tion, not only in Life and Being, but in his Splendor 


1C and Strength, Influence, Uſefulneſs and Glory. 

re The firſt Commandment, with Promiſe, requires it. 
th Honour thy Father. Honour the King; this we do 
ty not ſufficiently, according to the Obligation of this 
10t Precept, by giving him high Titles, and loud Ap- 
8 plauſes, and the cx:ernal Significations of Reverence, 
ae 


in unveiling and cringing to him; but by more 
So- ſubſtantial Demonſtrations of Reſpect, and affectio- 
na nate Concern to preſerve him, in his honourable 
ent State. „ 5 

wp; The Relation which there is between Ruler and 
i 


= 


fo People implies this Duty of their's towards him. Tt 
the is conſtituted by the wiſe and good Governour of all, 
t in not for the Safety and Benefit of the People only, 
ess d without Confideration of the Rulers ; but to engage 
Ling 1 both in a mutual Aſſiſtance and Defence. It is found- 
by ed in the natural Right which Men have to each 
their other's Love and Care, and is deſigned for the better 
ould. Exerciſe of the ſame. Were it not for this Relation 
t his they could not fo well be each one his Brother's 
to Keeper. By Virtue of it, the Wiſdom and Strength 


given Mankind, for the Prefervation of the Species, 
may be improv'd to far greater Advantages. As the 
whole natural Body is the better ſecured, by having 
_ Be * . 
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the Eyes in 1 the Head, and the Strength in 8 
The Ruler is to protect the People by his Wiſdom 
and Authority, and they him by their Eſtates and 
Strength. Juſtice demands this of them: Yea, Gra- 
titude conſtrains them to it. Tis plainly equitable 
that they ſhould be concern'd for his Safety, who is 
ſo much for theirs, as a good Ruler is. They claim 
it as their undoubted Right, to be defended by him 
in their Perſons, Names, Eſtates and Liberties ; and 
he may claim it as his, to be aided and fafe-guarded 
by them. This is the leaſt that in Equity and In- 
genuity they can render to him for the Benefits of 
his Protection, and his generous Love toward them, 
in expoſing himſelf to many Difficulties and Dan- 


gers, for their Sakes. 


And their own Preſervation 


calls for it. Tis their Light will be quenched, if a 
good Ruler be not preſerv d. His Fall, like that | 
of a tall Cedar, (to which the Scripture compares 


him *) will ſhake the Earth, and diſcompole the 
State. Their Safety hath Dependance on his: 
And in his Peace, they have Peace. Tis their Glo- 
15 for him to ſhine in Honour. All the Members 
rejoice if one, eſpecially the Head, be honoured ; 

and by having the chiefeſt Beauty and Ornaments 
of the whole Body placed there. If a Prince flou- 
riſhes in Wealth and Power, if he triumphs in Vic- 


tory and Succeſs, it makes, as well as argues, a Peo- 9 
renders them terrible to their 1 
Enemies, ſecure from Injuries and Invaſions, & great 
By his Proſperity they thrive; 
in his Adverſity they ſhare : If he be a ſhining Ex-  B 


ple to be conſiderable ; 


among the Nations. 


ample * Religion, his Influence on them is great, to 


* Iſai. 2. 13s 
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draw them to the Practice of it; as is alſo his Inte- 
iS. reſt in Heaven, to derive down Bleſſings upon them, 
d and their Poſterity, even after ſuch a Light is ſeen 
- no more in this World. David's Piety was for a 
le Memorial before God in Hezekiah's Time, and was 
is a Defence to Jeruſalem againſt the Aſhrian Hoſt, 
m Ifai. 37. 35. I will defend this City io fave it, for 
m mine own Sake, and for my Servant David's Sake, 
ad Since a People's Preſervation in a happy State, is ſo 
ed inſeperably connected with their Rulers, the Principle 


of Self-love urges them to ſeek it. To this they are 
obliged by all the Ties of Duty and Intereſt. And 
they ſhou'd expreſs their Concern for his Preſerva- 
tion. Mo 

I. By Prayer to God for him. Prayer ſhould be 
made for him continually. To the almighty Pro- 
tection, gracious Conduct and Bleſſing of the Preſer- 
ver of Men, who giveth Salvation to Kings, hath 
their Hearts and Breath and Ways in his Hands, 
ſhould the Ruler of a People be devoutly commen- 
ded by them. He is worſe than a heathen Prince 


J Jewiſh Elders and Priel with Sacrifices Day by Day 


2 
WS 


= Suppheations, Prayers,  Interceſſions, and giving of 
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| peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Heneſly. For this 


15 good and acceptable i in the Sight of God our Savi our, 
2. By dutiful Behaviour 8 him; Readily 


FO difficult Enterprizes, and hazarding their- 


own Lives, when there is Occafion, in ("hd of 
his Perſon and Government-----Cheerfully rendring 
the Tribute that is due for his Labour and Care, 
ſupplying him with Means to ſupport the Honour of 
his Station in the Eyes of Men, who are generally 
unable to diſcern the greateſt Excellency, under a 

oor Garb of worldly Bai aut and apt to de- 
ſpiſe the higheſt Dignity, diveſted of ſplendid Orna- 
ments Strictly obſerving all his lawful Commands, 


being put in Mind to be ſubject to Principalities and 


Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, and be ready to every 
good Work, enjoyned by them----Accepting always 
with all Thankfulneſs the worthy Deeds done by his 
Providence, not unreaſonably ſuſpecting his Deſigns, 


nor boldly taxing his Actions; not ſpeaking Evil of 


him, but commending his Vertues, and concealing 
his Infirmities ; and yet not ſuffering Sin upon him, 
which may, at ſome Times, and in ſome Way, be 
fitly diſpenſed, without faying to a King, (in the 
Manner which Elibu condemns ) T hou art wicked, 
and to Princes, Ye are Ungodly. When People are 


thus dutiful in their Carriage r a Ruler, then 
are they his Strength t, and contribute to the Preſer- 


vation of their Light, in its glorious Luſtre and be- 


: nign Influence. Which they may further do, 


3. By ſerving the Lord, and keeping all his Com- 


mandments. 9 not * in thoſe particular 


+ Job 34. 18, f Zech. 12. 5. 


Branches 
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Branches of it which have been mentioned, reſpect- 
ing the Civil Ruler more immediately, but in its 
largeſt Extent, and as comprizing all Duties, toward 
God, our Neighbour, and our Selves, muſt be ſincere- 
ly practiced by the People Who would obtain the 
divine Protection and Bleſſing for their Ruler, and 


themſelves, that their Light be not quenched. His 


Safety, as well as their's, according to the Repreſen- 


tation which the Scripture makes of it, depends upon 


their Piety And by their Wickedneſs they deſtroy 
him, as well as themſelves. When the People of 
Tirael aſked a King, and Saul was ſet over them, 


Samuel faid unto them, Only fear the Lord, and ſerve 


him in Truth with all your Heart, for conſider how 
great T hings he hath done for you. But if ye ſhall 


fill do wwickedly, ye ſpall be conſumed, both ye and your 


King *. The Sin of a People often provokes a righ- 


teous God to leave the Ruler of them to be miſled 


by Temptations, and drawn away of his, own Luſts, 
into Courſes which prove deſtructive both to them 
and him. Many Inſtances of this occur in facred 
Hiſtory. 'Thro' the Anger of the Lord it came to 


paſs in Jeruſalem and Judah, until he had caſt them 
out from his Preſence +, that Zedekiah rebelled a- 


gainſt the King of Babylon. And the Anger of the 
Lord was kindled againſt Judah, when good King 
Joſiab was lain in the Battle with Pharaob-necho , 
which he, contrary to ſober Advice, engaged in, 
Moſes ſpake unadviſedly with his Lips, when theChil- 
dren of 1/-ae} provoked his Spirit, and it went ill with 
him for their Sakes, P/al. 106. 32, 33. The Sin 
of 1/rael quenched the Light thereof. 


+ 


C 2 APPLE 


* 1 Sam. 12. 24, 25. + 2 Kings 24. 20. f 2 Chron. 35. 
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APPLICATION. 
This Diſcourſe may be apply d both to Rulers 


and People, 
I. To Rulers, May it not excite in — a * | 


dable Emulation to hear the Character and Adven- 
ture of the great and good King David? The high 


Character which his Men gave him, the Light of 


Ifrael : And the heroic Enterprize for the Safety of 
Vrael, in which he fo extremely hazarded his Life, 


and ſo narrowly eſcaped Death, as made them ſware 


he ſhould go no more out with them to Battle, will 


they not aſpire to be the Light of their People, and 
undertake Difficulties and expoſe themſelves to Dan- 
gers, for the public Good and Welfare; and ſo en- 


gage a reciprocal Concern of the People to preſerve 


them in a high, ſplendid and uſefulCondition of Life ? 


God is a Sun and Shield. Rulers, who are dignified 
with his Name, and do carry the Image of his Au- 
thority in their Office, mulſt endeavour, in their ſub- 


ordinate Place and Capacity, to be the Light and De- 


fence of their People. The Light of Iſrael ! Exalted, 
divinely glorious Character! What ſo worthy Object 


of Ambition, or humane Deſire, can be propoſed to 


the Men of Honour ? Can they aim to riſe higher, 


to ſhine brighter i in this World, who (as other Men) 


are formed out of the Duſt, are Children of Corrup- 
tion, and Brethren of Worms ? This lofty and glit- 


tering Title is not given them to lift them up with 4 


Pride, but to admoniſh them of their Duty ; and it 
no farther belongs to, or adorns them, than they, in 
correſpondent Properties and Acts, do make it good. 

That they may anſwer heir Character they muſt 


be endued with the reſembling Qualities of Light in 
the 
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OP | 
the Charity and Greatneſs of Underſtanding,” and 
Depth of Penetration, the Pureneſs of Deſign, the 
Benignity of Temper, the Warmth of a public Spi- 
rit, the Conſtancy and Activity of provident Care, 
Steadineſs of Proceeding, and in the moſt diffuſive 
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Benevolence. They need be filled with the Spirit 
of Wiſdom and Counſel, as the People's Light, to 
ſhine upon their Ways; and daily to ſhed down on 


them the Beams of a gentle and fair Adminiſtration, 


making them glad and reſplendent: The guilding 
the Commonwealth, as the Sun- Beams do the Earth. 
Rulers ſhould be Light in the Lord; endued with 
heavenly Wiſdom, making their Faces to ſhine, and 
good Works appear before Men. So will they be 


the greater and more beneficial Light of the People; 


far more glorious in themſelves, and advantageous to 
others: This transforming them into a "nearer and 


more happy Reſemblance of the Father of Lights, 


even God, who is Light, and in whom there is no 
Darkneſs at all. It transfigures them in a Manner; 


as Chriſt, their Lord and Maſter, the Prince of the 


Kings of the Earth, was transfigur d on Meufit Ta- 


bor, ſo that his Face did ſhine as the Sun, and his 
= Raiment was white as the Light “. 


How are Peo- 
ple cheer'd and tranſported with this Light in their 


2 Rulers, and apt to fay as the Diſciples of Jeſus, Lord, 
is good for us to be here In it they rejoice and 


* 


X glory ; by it they are led and do live. 


Such Rulers will be more affectionately concern'd 


for the People's Safety and Welfare; and in ordet 


thereto be more diſpos'd, and better fitted, to do all 


that is incumbent on them, with Self-Denial, Pa- 


* Matth. 17. 2. 
tience 
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tience Lt Reſolution, which the Grace of God 
teacheth, They will be more like to David in mar- 
tial Courage, and a Readineſs to defend their People, 
at the Expence of their Eaſe, and Hazard of their 
Lives. When God will pour out upon the Houſe 
of David, the Spirit of Grace, according to his Pro- 
miſe, which refers to Times after David's Family, 
according to the Fleſh ſhould be extinct, tis ſaid, 
Zech. 12. 8. In that Day ſhall the Lord defend the 

Inhabitants of Ve and he that is feeble amon 
_ them at that Day all be as David; and the Ho 
ef David ſhall is as 2 as the Angel of the Lord be- 
fore them, i. e. as Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Leader and 
Commander of his People, mighty to defend and 
ſave them from their Enemies: The Star, which he 
that ſaw the Viſion of the Almighty, ſaid, ſhould 
come out of Jacob +, the Sceptre that ſhould riſe out 
of Vrael, and ſmite the Corners of Moab, and deſtroy 
all the Children of Shezh. | 

Let the Counſel of God be now acteptable to our 
honoured Rulers, who are come into his Houſe, ſo- 
lemnly to aſk it of him. i 


May it Pleaſe your Excellency, to whom it is firſt 
addreſs d. Fu 

It is (Sir) a gloomy and difficult Day, in which 
you are ſet to be the ruling Light of this People, 
and made a poliſhed Shaft, to defend them. The 
Province is in great Affliction on divers Accounts ; | 


more eſpecially by the expenſive War which it hath W 
very feeble Sinews to ſupport. A little Wiſdom and 


Strength, m, Affection and Cane, Labour and 


+ Numb. 24. 17. 


Patience | 


ience | 


General ELRcION. 19 


Patience and Courage in a Governour, would not ſift 
fice in any Meafure, to lighten our Darkneſs, to re- 
lieve our Weakneſs, and protect our expoſed State. 
There is great Occaſion for the Improvement of all 
the ſhining Talents your Excellency is endow'd with, 
to direct the public Affairs, and to comfort and fave 
a poor People. By the inceſſant Toil of the Brain, 
the unwearied Diligence of the Hand, the tender 
Concern of Heart, the unſhaken Fortitude of Mind, 
and Steadineſs of Conduct, which our Cireumſtances 
call for in a chief Ruler, your Adminiſtration hath 
merited our Praiſes, and keeps alive our Hopes. It 
is doubtleſs an Alleviation of the Burden lying upon 
you, to find your worthy Deeds are not only apptov'd 
of by your royal Maſter, but well accepted by your 
$ loyal People, who are concern'd for your' + Profexvition 
[ in Life and Health, in Honour and Authority. To 


1 their Power (I bear Record) yea, and beyond their 


Power they were willing to contribute their Endea- 
= vours, Eftates and Arms toward your ruling proſpe- 
© coully, to their Comfort and Joy, and "Your! Enemies 

7 enn and Confuſion. 
1 A ' Your Excellency's Goodneſs forbids us to lar chat 
1 en will not to your utmoſt ſerve this People with 
your Intereſt in the King and his Miniſters, that we 
may be defended in our rightful Poſſeſſions, allow d 
our happy, both civil and religious Pr wileges, and 
W accord; in our manifold Needs ; left the Province, 
| curtail'd in its Bounds, impoveriſh' d with War, and 
ſunk under a Load of Debt, ſhould be quite diſcou- 
I r:9cd from attempting any further Service for the 
Crown, beyond what plain Duty exacts, in Hopes of 
gaining Favour at Home, and that the King will hear 
Ius when we call. A heavy Yoke of Taxes ſeems 
| to 
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to be moſtly dreaded—-(oYarawit ſhall by any Means, 
conſiſtent with Juſtice and the public Safety, be made 
lighter, complaining in our Streets will be prevented. MM 
Mo hope your Excellency will always eat the Brea 
of 1 the Governor, while we with that none may be 
your Servants who eat the Bread o  Tdleneſs, make a 
Prey of the Calamity of the Times, feather their 
own Neſts, and ſerve their vile Luſts. With public 
Spirit, may your Eyes be always turned upon the 
Faithful of the Land, that __ may dwell 1 r 
and ſerve the. 

As the Worth of Relei and W is known 
to you, ſo you will be the Patron thereof, and of all 
Means requiſite and ſuitable to advance the ſame.” | 

Our Heart's Deſire for your Excellency is, that by 

the Wiſdom, - Righteouſneſs and Clemency of your 
Government, and the Luſtre of your good Con ver- 
ſation in Chriſt, you may continue to ſhine in your 
high Sphere, and in a long Courſe of unclouded 
Glory, attending your ſucceſsful Endeavours to pro- 
cure the Good and Safety of this People; that ſo 
when you muſt ceaſe to be their Light, withdraw- 
ing from this Hemiſphere, and ſetting (as to your 


Body) in the Grave, (which you are wiſely to conſi- BF as 
der of---the Sun'knoweth his going down) your Spirit = Lc 
may aſcend above the ſtarry Heavens, and be admit- J42 
ted into the Realms of everlaſting Ligbt and Peace, 3 | Tm 
with the Euge from the Mouth of your divineMaſter, as 
Well done, good and faithful Servant, thou haſt been fai th | 6 
ful over a few Things, 1 will make theeRuler over many 8 W 
T lings: e rhou into the Foy of thy Lord. Son 


And now my Fathers, the honourable Counſellrs = 
and Repreſentattves, ſuffer the Word of —_ E | 
| wit 
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with n Reſpett to the Work of the e . and 


of the Enes Year. 


F Let the Exerciſe of your Election- Power this Day. 
be regulated according to the Word of God, which 
at an unexpected Call has been ſpoken by the un- 
worthieſt Miniſter of it. 

Chuſe for his Majeſty's Council, Men that will an- 
ſwer the Character here given of a good Ruler, and 
be ready to incur the Difficulties and Dangers which 
may be unavoidable, in purſuit of the public Safety 
and Welfare.—-Such as, in their Sphere and Mea- 
ſure, may be the Light of our Iſrael Able Men, who, 
like the Heads of Iſſachar, have Under/tanding of the 
Times, to know whatIſrael ought to do. Such are eſpe- 
cially. to be now ſought out, in this Day of Trouble 
and War, of Darkneſs and Danger. What can be 
expected, but that the Common-wealth muſt ſuffer 
great Damage, if it eſcape Ship-wrack, in a tempeſ- 
tuous Seaſon, when the Waters roar and are troubled, 
the Waves ſwell and rage, unleſs the wiſe Men in 
her be her Pilots x? What Skill is requiſite to ſteer 
the public Affairs thro' ſo many threatning Dangers 
as ours are attended with? From that Curſe, good 
Lord deliver us, I will gveChildren to be their Princes, 


it= and Babes ſhall rule over them ., An ignorant, in- 
judicious Counſellor, is as great a Soliciſm in theState, 


as a dark Light in the Sky. 

Chuſe Men that are ſtable in their Principles and 
Ways, like the Ordinances of Heaven ; whoſe Judg- 
ments are not to be corrupted with ſelfiſh Views, 


1 and Party-Defilements, and the greateſt Temptations 


* Ezck. 37. 8. 1 Il 3 é . : 
D they 


22 A Sermon at the - 


they meet with, t o give bad Advice, to conſent to 
A, eous Acts, and miſtaken Nominations into 
| Office} to fall in with ill-concerted Schemes, and 
make / wrong Draughts out of the public Treaſury, 
any more than the Light is contaminated by ſhining 
upon Dunghills. _ | 
Chuſe Men that will forego their own Eaſe, and 
2 Advantage, for the Sake of the publicWeal ; 
be rea 1 to engage in difficult and hazardous Enter- 
prizes for the Safety of their People ; to riſk, and 
Cen calyd "32M in Providence) lay down their 
Lives for their Country.---Such Men are not com- 
monly thoſe who are moſt forward to get to the 
Council- Board. If any appear fond, and uſe little 
Arts, baſe and unworthy 1 arcs to be choſen to that, 
or any other Place of Dignity and Government they 
may reaſonably be deem'd unfit for it. If for Fa- 
vour and Preferment, they will join themſelves to a 
Party, deny or diſſemble the Truth, contract their 
Minds, or ſtretch their Conſciences to the Size of the 
Times, fawn and flatter, offer Gifts, and purchaſe 
Votes, they r Men worthy of 
it. If this were made the Rule of Election, perhaps 
the greateſt Errors in them wou'd be avoided, a great 
deal of Wickedneſs in ſeeking after, and bringing i in- 
to honourable Seats, and Poſts of Profit, might be 
prevented, and the Public be ſecur'd from the Miſ- 
chiefs we always have to fear from the Advancement 
of ambitious and deſigning Men. Aſpiring Abſalom 
faid, O that I were made Judge in the Land x. He 
careſs d and kiſs d every one that came to Court, and 
ſtole away the Hearts of the Men of Aral. But 1 in 
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Mercy 
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Mercy to the People, his villainous Deſign was fruſ- 


trated. | | : 1 | 
The Bramble (it ſeems) was fond of the Govern- 
ment, which the Olive, Fig-tree and Vine refuſed, 
and aid unto the Trees, Jin Truth yes anoint me 
King over you, then come, and put your Truſt in my 
Shadow * ---pretending ſure Defence, and muchCom= 
fort to be had in the Sache of a Bramble, which is 
apt to ſcratch and tear every Thing that comes near 
it=--yea, Fire cometh out of the Bramble, . and de- 
voureth the Cedars of Lebanon. This the Men of 
Shechem found true in Abimelech, whom they made 
King, upon his repreſentinghow much better it wou'd 
be for them to have him reign over them, than the 
reſt, or any of the Sons of Gideon. For Men to ſeek 
their own Glory, is not Glory, but the contrary. 
When the Sons of Zebedee deſired of our Lord, that 
they might ſet one on his tight Hand, and the other 
on his left in his Kingdom, he faid unto them, Ye 
know not what ye aſs f. When with cager Ambi- 
tion Men hunt after Places of Honour, and Autho- 
rity, they know not what they are purſuing ; what 
Difficulties and Dangers, . Temptations. and. Snares, 
they wou'd run into. They may ordinarily leaſt 
underſtand the Buſineſs of Ruling, who take them- 
felves to be moſt ſufficient for it. They are not like- 
1y to prove faithful in it, who cannot patiently Ray 
till God calls them unto it. They who ſeek their 
ZZ own Promotion leaſt, give the moſt convincing Evi- 
= dence of real Worth: Which, wherever it is, wall 
in due Time ſpeak for it ſelf, 
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x If Men (ſaith one) underſtood what Office and 3 


Authority is inChurch orCommon-wealth, and look'd 
after the Subſtance as well as the Ornaments ; ; the 
Work as well as the Honour and Greatneſs ; it wou'd 


be an eminent Piece of Self-denial for a. Man to ſub- 
mit to the Call of God, to be a Prince, a Judge, a 


Juſtice---&c. And Men would as hardly be drawn 
to take the Office, as they are now to do the Work 
of the Office in F aithfulneſs, and with Courage and 
Zeal for God ; and that is almoſt as hard as an Of- 
fender is drawn to the Stocks. Offices and high 


Places are not intended to accommodate the F leſh ; 


nor are they Things to be ambitiouſly deſired and 
ſought for, by ſuch as underſtand the Ends and Uſe 
of them ; but they are ſuch labourious, hazardous 
Ways. of ſerving God, which a wiſe Man knows, 
muſt coſt him more than the Honour will repay; 

and which a good Man will not run away from when 
God calleth him thereto ; but will fo far deny bim- 


ſelf as to ſubmit to how, but not to thruſt himſelf | 


into them, as the Proud arid Selfiſh do. He that 
ſeeketh an Office, or Honour for himſelf, muſt have 
another Heart before he will uſe it for God. * 
Wherefore, that we may {till have Counſellors as at the 
firſt, let the honourable Board be ſupply'd, not with 
Men who, urged on with Ambition or Avarice or 
any wrong Motives, wou'd thruſt themſelves, but 
with thoſe whoſe known Merit, diſcovering it ſelf 
in their Wiſdom and Integrity, as. the Light i in its 


own ſhining, recommends to it. And this is agree- 


able to the Apoſtle's Rule of Judgment propounded 


in 2 Cor. 10. 18. Not he that commendeth bimſe If is | 


1 ih but whom the SR commendeth. 
When 


wa, 
MO. 4 


General ELECTION. | 
When the Elections of this Day ſhall be happily 


X finiſhed, may the ſeveral Branches of the Legiſlature, 


each in its proper Sphere, be the Light of our Iſrael, 
in the ſucceeding annual Courſe of their Adminiſtra- 


tions, and be carried thro' all the Difficulties and 


Dangers, which the arduous Buſineſs of the Year is 
like to be attended with. It will require all the 
Wiſdom and Prudence, Tenderneſs and ſollicitous 


Care, Vigilance, Courage and Labour of the moſt 


accompliſh'd and faithful Rulers, to chuſe out a right 


Way for this People in ſo dark a Time; to comfort 
and cheer them in their Afflictions; to eaſe them 


ſomewhat (if poſſible) of the Yoke which is grie- 


vous to them; to redreſs the Wrongs that are ſuf- 
fer'd, or, if that be impoſſible, to prevent in anyMea- 


ſure the greater that are fear'd, from the continually 


= ſinking Credit of our Medium of Exchange, which 

= is converted into an Inſtrument of Injuſtice ; to open 
and keep free the Channels of Trade which are in a 
XZ Manner ſhut up; to ſecure the People from inteſtine 
2X Broils and Factions; to protect them from foreign 


Invaſions and Enemies; to guard and promote their 
religious, as well as civil Intereſts ; and preſerve both 
State and Church from Ruin. How much Work, 


and of how much Importance and Difficulty, lies 


before the Rulers of this Province, is eaſy to con- 


2X ceive, but would be tedious to declare. They don't 
expect to live in Eaſe and Delicacy, Idleneſs and 
x Pleaſure ; but to watch Day and Night for our Good, 
and be very Slaves to Buſineſs; and, if their ſhould 


be Occaſion therefor, to venture their own Lives in 


the Battle of the Warrior, to ſave their People's. 
Not only are our temporal Affairs perplex'd, hut out 


Religion, and the Miniſtry thereof, and Means of 
Education, 
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ſhall die like Men. One fatal Moment extinguiſhes 
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26 A SxRMON of the” 


Education, are at preſent under a Cloud: And ſo far 


as they are ſo, our Glory is obſcured- Will our Ru- 
lers therefore, as our Light, ſhine upon them, and as 
far as their Authority and Influence will reach, pre- 
ſerve them from being corrupted with Errors, dark- 
ned with Ignorance and Sin, aſpers'd and blacken'd 
with foul Slanders, unjuſt Reproaches, and for Want 


of outward Means of Support, reduc'd to ſo low and 


deſpicable a State, as that it ſhould be truly ſaid of 
theſe excellent Things, the beſt we have, their Light 
is become Darkneſs. Far be it from our Rulers to 


eſpouſe a Party in Religion; or to countenance a Mi- 
niſtry, which is not, in reſpe& both of Doctrine and 


Converſation, a burning and ſhining Light. But let 
them own and promote the great and ſubſtantial 
Things in which pure and undefil'd Religion confiſts, 


and by their Example teach People to go in theFoot- 


ſteps of the Flock, which follow'd Chriſt into the 
Wilderneſs, and adhere to the Miniſtry which the 
Goſpel ordains; that ſo if any ſhould wander after 
uncertain Lights, it may not be ſaid, the Leaders of 
this People cauſe them to err, Iſai. 9. 16. So far as 
Religion and Learning ſhall decay, our Light muſt 
dwindle ; even that which the Magiſtracy is unto us. 
« Deſpiſing the Ephod, was the Rot of SauPs King- 
com 7. wah . 

Honoured Fathers, There is one Conſideration; 
(tis ſuggeſted in the Text) which is proper and 

werful to excite your utmoſt Care to anſwer the 


Character, and do the Work of a good Ruler: It is 
the Conſideration of your latter End. Ye are the 


Light of our Mrael, but incident to be quench'd by 
Death. He that faith, Ye are Gods, faith alſo, Ye 
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General ELECTION. 27 


all the Glory of a wicked Ruler: How great is his 
Fall, from the Firmament, in which he ſhineth a lit- 


tle while, into the loweſt Pit, where is Blackneſs of 
Darkneſs for ever ! And the Inſultation over a proud 


Monarch, who ſaid in his Heart, I will exalt my 


Throne above the Stars of God, is, How ART THou 


ralLLrN FROM HRAVEN, O LucirER, Son or 


THE MoRNING | * --- But they that are wiſe, and 


X diſcharge the honourable Office of ruling well and 
X faithfully, ſhall, as to their Spirits, upon their 
= fhining no more as Lights in this World, and 


their Bodies going down to reſt in the Grave, be 


exalted above all viſible Heavens, to a Place among 
= thoſe Morning Stars, the Sons of God, his glorious 
Angels; and when the Son of Man ſhall fend forth 
his Angels, and gather out of his Kingdom all Things 
that oftend, and them which do Iniquity, then ſhall 
the Righteous, and with diſtinguiſhing Luſtre, the 
XX Juſt, who have ruled in the Fear of God, ſhine forth 

as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father. 


2. To the People, | am in the next Place to apply 
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Common Uſage may ſeem to demand, and m 


2 Subject would warrant, a diſtinct Addreſs to the Cler- 


gy, exciting them to approve themſelves in their 


= Sphere, the Light of our 1ael, to act as becometh 
2X thoſe who are ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel, 
and endure Hardneſs as good Soldiers of JeſusChriſt, 
= in a Day of Darkneſs and Danger : But fince their 
Duty is on the Morrow to be ſet before them by a 


better Hand, I omit an Application to my. Fathers 


and Brethren in the Miniſtry. Only as the Exhor- 
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=! A SERMON at the 


tation I bring the Keople, ſpeaketh unto them, who 
ſhould be Examples unto all others of the Duty I 
preſs, vig. A ſuitable Concern for the Preſervation 
of a good Ruler, that our Light be not quenched. 
We have Rulers worthy of this ſhining Character, 


whoſe Wiſdom ſerves for our Direction, and e 


juſt Adminiſtration is to our Comfort, Joy and Glory 
— Rulers that undergo Difficulties, and are expos'd 
to Dangers, in Purſuance of our Welfare: That 
count not their own Lives too dear to be riſqued in 
War, for our Defence---We have a King, who like 
David, hath ſometimes gone forth with his Men to 
Battle, and fought in the Heat of it, at the Peril of 
quenching the greateſt Light of our Ijrael. His roy- 


al Preſence and magnanimious Behaviour, doubtleſs, 


contributed very much to the gaining of the Victory 
over a far more numerous Army than that which he 
was of late at the Head of, on the River Mayne in 
Germany. Armies flight the Danger they ſhare in 
with their King: And if Generals don't aft in Per- 
fon, they can never atchieve a. glittering Reputation, 
was the Saying of the great King of Sweden, as 
Guſtavus Adolphus was ſtiled. 


We cannot impute it to the Love of Eaſe, or Care 


of his own Health and Life, that the Governour; 


our Captain-General, is not gone out with his Men 


to Battle. He hath little ſpared himſelf in theſe 
calamitous Times. All muſt be ſenſible, that he hath: 


taken indefatigable Pains, encounter'd and ſurmount- 
ed great Dithculties, and been expos'd to no ſmall 
Hazards, in conducting the arduous Affair of the 
War: And eſpecially i in his ſo wiſely projecting, and 


vigorouſly carrying on the preſent nece ſſary and im- 
* Expedition * our Enemies, ; for which, 


we 
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DV OD8pHpH=T"nqny< ww — © 


PRs 


we elt 3 the Generations to of es will call him 5 
bleſſed. es 
We have Rulers under him, that 18 left Meir 
2 Seats in Court, and all the: Comforts of 
their pleaſant Habitations, to undergo the Inconve- | 

niences, Fatigues, and Perils of a military Expedition: & 
Such as a brave General, and other principalOfficers 
of our Army, who, inſpired with Courage, and gird- 
ed with Strength, have carry d the War into the E- 
nemy's Land; have aſſaulted, and in Part ſmitten, 
the ſtrong Hold, which has been tho't impregnable. 
May our Forces, thro' God, do valiantly, and return 
_ triumphing in his Praiſe, and we have Occaſion to 
ſing in the Words of Deborah and Barak, Judges 
5. 2---9. Praiſe ye the Lord for the avenging of 
Tirael, when the People willingly offered themſelves 
My Heart is toward the Governours of 1/-ael, whos 
offered themſelves willingly among the People: Blefs 
ye the Lord. The Stars in their Courſes fought" a- 

gainſt Siſera. Theſe our Lights are Kerb in mn, 's 
to fight againſt our Enemies. 

And now, O ye People, will ye not be concern d, 
and do your uttermoſt, for the Preſervation of Ru- | 
lers, who are ſo vigilant, labourious, arid ventrous for 

= your Safety and Peace: To them, under God, are 
ve indebted for the Light we have! in our Darkneſs, 
== now that there is Diſtreſs of Nations, with Perplexi- 
ty; Men's Hearts failing them for Fear, and for 
1 looking after thoſe Things which are coming on the 
= Earth. As Heaven ſhineth upon the Government, 
and renders it fo benign, joyous and glorious to us 
as it is, ingrateful ſhall we be, if we do not ſhew 
ourſelves well-affected to it, and deſirous of theProf- 
perity of "_ by whom we enjoy any Degree of 
F. Security, 
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unſettled Worl 


Having Rulers that appear o concern'd for the 


„54% willing ts. take any Pains; to run 


public: t | 
| any Hazards, to ſecure 1 WK; and, from whoſe juſt Ad- 
miniſtrations, and brave Adventures, we reap ſo many 


and great Bleſſings, we are in return therefor, of all 


Parade in the World, oblig'd to ſeek their Proſperity | 


and Preſervation,---Let us do this by . conſtant and 
fervent Prayer to almighty God for them: For our 
King; that his Glory may ſtill be great in God's 
Salvation— that all his "yas may be defeated,and 


cloathed with Shame, and he be as the Sun, when 


he goeth forth in his Might.---For| our Governour, 
and all in Authority, Civil and Military, that they 
may be protected in their Perſons, aſſiſtod and 5 


_ ceeded in their Undertakings, ſo as to be ba Light b 


and Shield of our Earth. 
. Let us behave dutifully taward our Rulers : Obey⸗ 
ing them in all Things, wherein their Laws do not 


interfere with the Commands of God. 


Let us not add to their Burden, and diſcourage 
their Hearts, by any refractory. Carriage, and un- 
reaſonable Complaints. Let not our Light be dim'd, 
their Reputation ſullied with the Breath of Obloquy, 


Their Honour is neceſſary to the public Good, and 


we ſhould be tender of it. They lay no Claim to 
Perfection: (The Sun hath its Spots) But we ſhould 
not expoſe and aggravate their Faults. - Let us not 
admit the Jealouſies, which envious, ſelf. deſigning 
Men are always ready to propagate, nor join in the, 
Clamours of uneaſy Male- contents. 
Moſt Men indeed, (as one obſerves) by their 


cots pA Life, are ſet at too great a Diſtance 


from 
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ne * deere. 31 


from the S pri uf Goerner! ede rightly 2 
ſtructed in Na 0 Citcurtiſtances:” and 00. = 
W to enter into the Reaſoh ant Foundation of public 
Councils; and therefore for uch to cenſute the Cord 
duct of their Supetivurs; ig talking Without K HOW). 
ledge, and husging - without Examination. And. e- 


411 ven thoſe - who ate placed in higher Stations, and 
ty MW Hove a ficarer View of the public Manaperticnt chit 
nd not but know, what à large and weighty- Taſk this 
ar Concerns of the Public ate ; how many Difficulties 
ds ariſe, which the wileſt Conntils <cafitibt forrſec, mor 
ue greatefRDiligence fürmount: And 3 
en ME ſhould be fo far from r dee in cenſüting an 
ur; KM accuſing the public Conduct, that they ought in Rea. 
hey On and Equity, to be the Correctors of others, Whale 
ace Ignorance in theſe Matters ſhall, at any Time, be⸗ 


Wy dem inks tee gent Erteddwus and See 
= Hear the Preacher's Coheluſiön of the whole. I 
ter; Fear God, and keep His Cotntvandtherits': Vir 


= WW this is the whole of Manie whole Duty and9afe- 
I, onder d both in his Pertomf ang political Ci. 
age ity. as 

3 Alter all chat can wich Treth be Bd ef N 


e Reformation in the Land; it is plain; tht = 
we {till greatly need to be reform'd: i 1 the various 

Judgments, by which Göd teſtifles i ieeſt gut A0. 
ro dag wiekedly, he tonight acid tts f. — the 
Ligbi of the good Government wWe are under. 

s not I, for dur Sins, might he deſert our Nülers, Ty 
1 chey ſhould” be like thoſe of whom wr read; PAI. 
82. 5. They kno not; neither Will they unter ne; zj 
| _ wolk a in Darkneſk : © All \the Fointlefftnbfthe 
| Earth are out of Courſe. They may be left to fall 
tance, into o the worlt of Errors and Sins, to the ſtathing al! 
from | E. 2 [their ©. 


MON at way 


** Chery, BO 1 g precipitate Gogndels,.. ills 
adviſed. Enterprizes, oppreflive and tyranous Courſes, 
to work their on and our Ruin. As therefore we 
8 : tender, their Preſervation, and-our Happineſs depend- 
ing on it, let us break off our Sins by Repentance, 
and follow after that Righteouſneſs which exalteth 
a Nation. Let our Zeal be ſpent in the Practice of 
that Religion, which is the Image of God, and Imi- 
tation of Te bleſſed. Jeſus, inHolineſs, Juſtice, Meek- 
neſs, Peaceableneſs and Love. 80 will, our Light 
ſhine : Our Righteouſneſs may go forth as Bright- 
neſs, no. more to be diſputed. than the ſhining of the 
Sun; and as little needing any , ex7rin/ic Evidence to 
prove it. Our Light will ſhine, and all that is called 
ſo be beſt ſecur d from every Thing. that would 2 
quench it. | 
When the 8 of Tract, deſired : a om. to _ 
them, and go out before them, and fight theirBattles, 
and Saul was anointed. over them, Samuel ſaid unto 
them, V ge will fear the Lord, and ſerve him, and 
obey his Voice, and not rebel againſt the Commandment 
of the Lord, then ſhall both ye, and alſo the King that 

| reigneth aver you, continue following the 1 ur 
God, i. e. be ſafe. under the divine Conduct and Pro. 7 
tection Let us do ſo: Then ſhall our Rulers, be- 
ing juſt, ruling in the Fear, of God, be as the Light 
of the Morning, which i 1s, encreaſing, when. the Sun 
riſeth, very. pleaſant, in a Morning without Clouds-=- 
In the. growing Luſtre of their good Government 
ſhall they ſhine 77 — and more toward a perfect Day 
of Prof] Lag hen (faith. God as truly to us as he 
Mi to e of at hal 5 W ago in Objeurity, 
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9 By, 75 Dorknſs 57 as. the Noam Dey . Th Light © „ 
all break forth as the Morning, and thy Health ſhall 
; ſpring forth ſpeedily : Thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go be- 

Wore thee, the Glory of the. Lord ſhall be thyRere-ward. 

Happy art*thou, O Iſrael; who is like unto thee, O 

People, ſaved by the Lord, the Shield of thy Help, and 

be Sword of thy Excellency : And thine Enemies ſhall 

We found Liars unto thee, and thou ſhalt. tread upon 

W heir high Places will af alſo make thy Officers Peace, „ 

and thine Exactors Righteouſneſs---Violence ſhall sg˖mngr 28 

Wore be heard in thy Land, Waſting and Deftrudtion — © Oe 

within thy Borders : But thou ſhalt call thy Malls 4 | 

Palvation, and thy Gates Praiſe---T hy Sun ſhall go 

% more down, neither ſhall thy Morn withdraw itſelf: © 3» 

sr the Lord ſhall be thine everlaſting Luan ang thy WEE. 
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